iia          MORAL EVIL IN LONDON

great number of girls and women employed in
domestic service in London. The description of
domestic servant also is made to include girls and
women of economic status varying from that of well-
paid cooks and parlour-maids in the houses of the well-
to-do to that of unfortunate " general " drudges in the
lowest class of boarding-house. Great discrimination
is therefore necessary in making deductions regarding
the economic or other factors affecting this very diverse
class.

It is probable that many girls of poor ability and
low economic value, who have held very few
positions, and those only for a short time, girls who
may even have been on the streets at times, will
describe themselves when questioned as domestic
servants.

The above two considerations tend to militate against
the superficial conclusion that the larger number of
domestic servants in the Homes indicates that girls in
this occupation are morally more lax than others, or
more subjected to temptation. They suggest that the
facts may be accounted for on the score of numbers
or terminology. On the other hand there undoubtedly
are factors bearing upon domestic service which point
towards special difficulties and dangers connected with
this work.

Many of the girls have no homes of their own, or
are far removed from them; some find the work
exceedingly monotonous. The living conditions in
some private houses are unsatisfactory and the
temptations and opportunities for wrongdoing often
greatly accentuated; this applies with added force also
to the conditions in some of the less reputable hotels
and boarding-houses.

It is impossible, therefore, to offer, without further
inquiry, a reliable explanation of the., high figures
obtained for this occupation. A more detailed research
would perhaps bring to light interesting and important